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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . Due to the communications filed 9/1 7/03, the following is a non-final first office 
action. Due to the pre-amendment filed 1 1/24/03, claims 1-12 have been cancelled and 
claims 13-31 were added. Claims 13-31 are pending in this application and have been 
examined on the merits. Claims 13-31 have been rejected as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 13-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dev et al (US 4,932,026). 

As per claims 13, 22, 27, Dev et al discloses: 

A plurality of computers... (Abstract, lines 2-3, represented by the loci of control); 

A storage means for storing a first business definition including an exit node, said 
first business definition defining a first route of passing data and being defined in at 
least a first one of said plurality of computers, and a second business definition 
including an entrance node, said second business definition defining a second route of 
passing data and being defined in at least a second one of said plurality of computers, 
(Fig. 3, [105], [where it is shown that processing descriptors are stored in a data file, 
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Col. 24, lines 8-12, where the order of loci is defined by the processing descriptor, which 
represents the definition of the exit and entrance nodes], Col. 24, line 59 and lines 63- 
66, [where the first business definition is represented by the data descriptor in the first 
plurality of loci of control, and the second business definition is represented by the 
means in each locus of the second plurality of loci responsive to the data descriptor], 
also, Col. 24, lines 52-55 and line 59, Fig. 1 , [where the interpreter of the first loci, 
109(a) stores the data descriptor information of the package at the first loci for 
processing purposes], Col. 23, lines 60-64, [where the second business definition is 
represented by the processing descriptor associated with the data which specifies a 
second plurality of loci, and the computer is represented by the loci], Col. 23, lines 60- 
64, and col. 23, line 67-Col. 24, line 2, [where the interpreter of the second loci utilizes 
the data descriptor information of the package at the second loci for processing 
purposes). In this case, it is obvious that the descriptors [definitions] are stored at each 
locus of control since the descriptors must be processed there. Also, the computer is 
represented by the locus of control, and the business definition is represented by the 
data descriptor]. 

An information generation means for generating/generating coalition 
information/a process of generating coalition information providing correspondence 
between said exit node of said first business definition, and said entrance node of said 
second business definition, (Col. 23, line 67-Col. 24, [where the generation of the 
coalition information occurs by the interpreter means executing a portion of the 
processing descriptor which is specified for a particular locus]); 
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A passing control means for/ a process of passing said data from said exit node 
of said first business definition, to said entrance node of said second business 
definition, based upon said coalition information, so that said data is passed through a 
route including said first route and said second route/passing said data from said exit 
node of said second business definition, (Col. 24, lines 60-66, [represented by means 
for routing to a second plurality of the first plurality of loci]). 

As per claims 14, 15, Dev et al discloses: 

Wherein each of said first business definition and said second business definition 
is stored in the respective storage means of different computers/an allocating means for 
allocating said first business definition and said second business definition to different 
computers, (Fig. 1 , where each computer is represented by the locus of control and the 
business definitions are utilized by the interpreter for processing the data by executing a 
portion of the processing descriptor. In this case, it is obvious that the descriptors 
[definitions] are stored at each locus of control since the descriptors must be processed 
there [see Col. 23, line 67-Col. 24, line 2]). 

As per claims 16, 21 , 23, 26, 28, 31 , Dev et al discloses: 
A storage means for storing a first business definition/storing a first business 
definition/a process of storing a first business definition including a call node and a 
return node, said first business definition defining a first route of passing data and being 
defined in at least a first one of said plurality of computers, and a second business 
definition including an entrance node and an exit node, said second business definition 
defining a second route of passing data and being defined in at least a second one of 
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said plurality of computers, (Fig. 3, [105], [where it is shown that processing descriptors 
are stored in a data file], Col. 24, lines 8-12, [where the order of loci is defined by the 
processing descriptor, which represents the definition of the call and entrance nodes], 
Col. 24, line 59 and lines 63-66, [where the first business definition is represented by 
the data descriptor in the first plurality of loci of control, and the second business 
definition is represented by the means in each locus of the second plurality of loci 
responsive to the data descriptor, where the examiner is interpreting that the call node 
is the node in which data starts out, which corresponds to the return node since the data 
is being routed back to the same set of loci, also Dev et al discloses that the locus of 
control can correspond directly to a portion of a physical system in Col. 1 , lines 17-19], 
Col. 24, lines 52-55 and line 59, Fig. 1 , [where the interpreter of the first loci, 109(a) 
stores the data descriptor information of the package at the first loci for processing 
purposes. In this case, it is obvious that the descriptors [definitions] are stored at each 
locus of control since the descriptors must be processed there. Also, the computer is 
represented by the locus of control, and the business definition is represented by the 
data descriptor], Col. 23, lines 60-64, [represented by the processing descriptor 
associated with the data which specifies a second plurality of loci, and the computer is 
represented by the loci, where the examiner is interpreting that the entrance node and 
the exit node correspond with one another since they are on the same set of loci and 
therefore represent the same node], Col. 23, lines 60-64, and col. 23, line 67-Col. 24, 
line 2, where the interpreter of the second loci utilizes the data descriptor information of 
the package at the second loci for processing purposes. In this case, it is obvious that 
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the descriptors [definitions] are stored at each locus of control since the descriptors 
must be processed there. Also, the computer is represented by the locus of control, 
and the business definition is represented by the data descriptor]); 

A coalition information generation means for generating 
correspondence/generating a coalition information for giving a correspondence/ a 
process for generating a coalition information for giving a correspondence between said 
call node of said first business definition, and said entrance node of said second 
business and for generating correspondence between said exit node of said second 
business definition, and said return node of said first business definition, (Col. 23, line 
67-Col. 24, [where the generation of the coalition information occurs by the interpreter 
means executing a portion of the processing descriptor which is specified for a 
particular locus], Col. 16, lines 21-29, [where the return node corresponds to the 
entrance node of the first node of the first business definition which is represented by 
the business definition of the first plurality of loci]); 

A passing control means for passing said data/passing said data from said call 
node of said first business definition, to said entrance node of said second business 
definition and for receiving said data at said return node of said first business definition, 
from said exit node of said second business definition, based upon said coalition 
information, so that said data is passed through a route including said first route and 
said second route/an interface information passing means for passing interface 
information relating to said call node and said return node of said first business 
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definition, (Col. 24, lines 60-66, , [represented by means for routing to a second plurality 
of the first plurality of loci]); 

As per claims 17, 24, 29, Dev et al discloses: 

A display device controlled by a computer/a step performed by a display device 
controlled by said computer/a process performed by a display device for displaying a 
business definition defining a route of passing data, said display device displaying said 
call node in a display mode different from display modes of other nodes, (Col. 1 1 , lines 
20-33, [displays a screen about task]). 

As per claims19, 20, Dev et al discloses: 

Wherein each of said first business definition and said second business definition 
is stored in the respective storage means of different computers/an allocating means for 
allocating said first business definition and said second business definition to different 
computers, (Fig. 1 , [where each computer is represented by the locus of control and the 
business definitions are utilized by the interpreter for processing the data by executing a 
portion of the processing descriptor. In this case, it is obvious that the descriptors 
[definitions] are stored at each locus of control since the descriptors must be processed 
there [see Col. 23, line 67-Col. 24, line 2]]). 

As per claims 18, 25, 30, Dev et al discloses: 

Wherein said call node and said return node are different nodes, (Col. 1, lines 
19-21). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the call node and 
return node to be different nodes with the motivation of distinguishing the different 
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nodes apart from each other. In addition, in a distributed network environment it is 
common and traditional practice to have each node in separate locations. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
703-305-1340. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30am- 
5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on 703-305-9643. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703-746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



Conclusion 
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ROMAWJEANlV 
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